House of Commons. 



MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

UPON 

Complaint that the Approaches to The House were 
occupied by a Military Force. 



Lunce, 6° die Marti), 1815. 



A MEMBER complained to the House, That in his way to the House this 
evening, he had been nearly rode over by a squadron of Horse, who had 
formed themselves in front of the door of the House ; and that the Avenues thereto 
were beset by, a Military 'Force; and that he thought it his duty to make this com- 
plaint, as he conceived it to be a breach of the Constitution, and of the Privileges 
of the House, that a Military Power should be in a situation to overawe then- 
deliberations. 

Another Member stated, That in his way to the House, his carriage had been 
attacked by a tumultuous Mob, who had pursued him ; that when he got out, 
he had been seized by the Mob, who demanded his name, and the way he 
voted on .the subject of the Corn Bill,; which he refused to, tell them; but that he 
had escaped with difficulty ; that there were no Soldiers near the House at that time, 
and no Constables, and that there appeared neglect on the part of those whose duty 
it was to preserve the peace and proteettbe persons of the Members. 

Mr. Speaker then desired to state to the House, his knowledge of the several steps 
taken in the course of this day, which had terminated in calling in the aid of the 
Military, for the protection of the House and its Members : 

That before the House assembled this day, seeing the possibility of some 
tumult or obstruction to the passage of the Members to or from the House, he had 
directed the 'Serjeant at Arms and Deputy .Serjeant with their Messengers, to keep 
the Lobby clear of all Strangers, before the House met, and so long as it should 
continue to sit : That he had sent the Deputy Serjeant at Arms to tine High 
Bailiff of Westminster, to signify to him the necessity of his special attention this 
day, .to the execution of the Orders, delivered to him at the beginning of each 
Session, for keeping free the Approaches to the House during the time of its 
sitting : That he had also desired that a Middlesex Magistrate, belonging to one of 
the Public Offices, might attend with a sufficient number of Constables, to keep a free 
passage from the lobby to the entrances from Westminster Hall and Old Palace 
Y ard°respectively ; and that if the Civil Power should ultimately prove to be inade- 
quate for the protection of the House and its Members, he should then, and not till 
then, call in the Military, to maintain tire peace. 

That sometime in the' course.of this evening, before the House resolved itself into 
the Committee upon the Corn Laws, he received a complaint from a noble Lord, a 
Member of this House, that he had been grossly insulted by a Mob in Palace 
Yard, who had demanded his name, and his promise to vote against the Corn Bill ; 
neither. of which demands the noble Lord had complied with; and that he had, with 
the greatest difficulty, and at the imminent hazard of his life, made his way into the 

House; 
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House; and that thereupon He (the Speaker) had sent out his directions to the Civil 
Officers to call in the Military ; and for these directions he accounted himself to be 
responsible to the House ; who he doubted not would be satisfied that he had done 
no more than his duty. 

Then several other Members stated the insults and obstructions they had met with, 
in coming to the House. 

Ordered, 



That Arthur Morris Esquire, High Bailiff of Westminster, be called to the Bar 
immediately. 

The Serjeant having informed the House, that he was in attendance; 

Mr. Morris was called in ; and in answer to the Questions put to him by Mr. Speaker , 
stated, That yesterday he received a Note from Mr. Beckett (the Under Secretary of 
State in the Home Department;) and, as directed, took measures for calling 
out all the Civil Force in his jurisdiction. — That he ordered- the High Constable 
to issue Precepts to call out all the Petty Constables, appointing them to be in 
attendance this day in various parts of Westminster : — That the whole number of 
Constables under his authority is about 80; and as many came as could come: — 
They came between two and three o'clock; and are here now; he placed them 
himself,- and -has been here ever since; some were stationed- in Westminster Hall, 
some in the stone Lobby, some within the entrance doors : and they remained in 
their places as far as he. could see. 

That the Civil Force under him is a small part of the Civil Force of Westminster: 
And during every afternoon of the Session, and till the House separates, some of 
his Constables (as many as appear to be necessary) are in constant attendance. 

Of his .80 Constables, about 50 attended to-day,- or between 40 and 50; he 
found this Force, joined with all the Force of the Police Offices, quite insufficient 
to restrain the Mob ; he did not take any step to remedy this, because knowing 
the Bow-street Magistrates were also here, he relied on them to do so. He had 
no power over any Constables but his own : — tie did not inform any Officer of the 
House, that the Civil Power was not strong enough ; he relied on Mr. Baker and 
Mr. Birnie, whom he knew to be at hand ; but he had no communication with 
them He had seen a Military Force here, within a quarter of an hour or half an 
hour.; and he did not hear of any before. 

A written Return of the Constables who attend, is made daily to Mr. Wilson, who 
gets under him: — He does not know that any person has been taken into custody, 
for any breach of the Peace within the Avenges of the House. 

And then he was. directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, 



That Robert Baker Esquire, a Magistrate of the Marlborough-street Police 
Office, do attend this House immediately. 

The Serjeant having informed the House, that he was in attendance .; 

Mr. Baker was called in ; and, in answer to the Questions put to him by. 
Mr. Speaker, stated, That he is a Police Magistrate of the Marlborough-street 
Office ; — That in consequence of the direction of The Speaker, as well as from Lord 
Sidniduth, he attended at the House of Commons at two o’clock, with 50 Constables ; 
—He understood the particular duty assigned to him by The Speaker to be, the care 
ot the stone Lobby,, and the stone Stair-case, and that the avenues between were 
kept clear. 



None ot his Constables were outside; but a party under Sir Nathaniel Conant : — 
lie was aware of the difficulty of restraining the Mob outside, but fouud no difficulty 
inside; much difficulty outside for the last hour and an half:— Was fully satisfied 
that the Civil Force was insufficient, and advised to call in a Military Force : — 
Having received a message from The Speaker .to that effect, he went to the Horse 
Guards himself, and brought down with him two Troops of. Horse for that purpose. 
That at different times the. Constables within as'sisted. those without, when their 
services were wanted 

That he. does not know that any person has-been taken into custody for a breach 
of the Peace, within the. avenues of the House: — That he had not seen any actual 
.assault ; but there was.a great deal of hooting and hallooing in the street opposite to 
the Abbey. 



Being asked, Ho w many ''Constables were, with Sir Nathaniel Conant, and what 
degiee of assistance they gave? he replied, That he did not know the exact number, 
.20 or 30 . at. least; and. that-.. there was a. general concurrence among all the Constables, 

in 
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in trying to give assistance where most needed : — He does not know the total number 
of Constables. Sir Nathaniel Conant was called to another part of the Town two hours, 
before the Military Force was called in ; but Mr. Kinnaird came to relieve Sir 
Nathaniel Conant with another party of Constables; he himself went to look outside 
of the door once or twice ; saw a great crowd at the entrance of the Members- 
waiting-room ; he saw Members obstructed; the Constables attempted to get them in 
safely, and were principally occupied in that: — 'They did not take any Rioters into 
custody ; his own exertions were directed to providing for the personal safety of the 
Members; he did not send a Message to recall Sir Nathaniel Conant, he was gone, 
and lie did not know where to send for him. 

And then he was directed to withdraw. 



Ordered , 

That iVUliam Kinnard, Esquire, a Magistrate of the Thames Police Office at 
M apping, do attend this House immediately. 

The Serjeant having informed the House, that he was in attendance ; 

Mr. Kinnard was called in ; and, in answer to the Questions put to him by Mr. 
Speaker, stated, That he is a Magistrate of the Thames Police Office at Wapping, 
and received orders last night to bring up the establishment to-day, to preserve the 
Peace at Westminster : It was ordered by Lord Sidmouth , that one Magistrate from 
each Office should attend him at twelve o’clock this day; he had himself been here 
the greater part of the day; some of his Constables waiting from two o’clock 
at the Temple Bar, and the rest of his party was stationed from Parliament-street 
to Charing Cross ; The Establishment of the Thames Police Office is about. 
f,o Constables or thereabouts ; some of them- were placed in Westminster- 
Hall, some at the side entrance and other avenues near the House: He 
observed the disturbance and anxiety of the Mob to get into the avenues to the 
House ; — he saw no obstruction to Members, and was not called upon to give 
assistance to any other Magistrate : — He was at the bottom of the stone stairs 
within side, about 10 o’clock, when outside he saw no pushing, shoving or hooting : 
He did not come in the place of Sir Nathaniel Conant ; his station was sometimes 
inside, sometimes outside ; when occasionally outside he was attended by some of his 
Peace Officers ; he is uncertain whether he saw any Members go in or come out ; he 
saw no persons obstructed. 

And then he was directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, 

That Richard Bir.nie Esquire, a Magistrate .of the Public Office Bow-street, do 
attend this House immediately. 

The Serjeant having informed the House, that he was in attendance ; 

Mr. Birnic was called in ; and, in answer to the Questions put to him by Mr. Speaker, 
stated, That he is a Police Magistrate at the Bow-street Office ; lie attended at 
3 o’clock with 40 Constables; most of them were placed in Palace Yard; some 
were at the side entrance, where be saw a great mob, and many Members jostled, 
hissed and hooted : — he and his Constables did not apprehend any Person for breaking 
the Peace; he saw no Ringleaders; a mere Mob without direction, and he was 
occupied, as the first object, in protecting Members of Parliament; one of his 
Constables has been wounded with a stone; but the Offender escaped through 
St. Margaret’s Church-yard.: — The Civil Force was insufficient; .he brought 40 
from Bow-street; each of the other Police Offices sent 7 or 8; he believes 7 ; the 
Thames Police Office sent a larger number than the rest. 

And then he was directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, 

That the Minutes of the Proceedings upon the Matter of this Complaint, be 
printed. 

Ordered, 

That the said Minutes beAaken into further 'Consideration upon Monday next 
And that the said High Bailiff and Magistrates do then attend. 

Ordered, 

That the: said High Bailiff and Magistrates do repair to their several Posts forth- 
with, and prevent any further outrage or disorder in the passages to and about the 
House, during the time the House shall continue to sit this evening, and until after 
• the departure of the Members. 
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